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How to Open a Bank Account

Choose the Right Bank & Account

Compare banks and credit unions. Look at fees, benefits, and what works best for
you.
Decide if you want a chequing account (for everyday spending) or a savings account
(for saving money over time).

Get Your Documents Ready

Bring a government-issued ID — like your passport, driver’s license, or birth
certificate.
Have proof of your address — this could be a utility bill, lease, or bank statement.
Know your Social Insurance Number (SIN) if you're opening an account that earns
interest.

Open the Account

Go to a local branch or apply online.
Ask about any fees, overdraft protection, and mobile banking options.
Set up online banking so you can check your account and send money easily.


